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1 Human Geography-Nature and Scope

Introduction 

 Branches of geography
 Human geography
 Physical geography

 Physical geography studies physical environment
 Human geography studies the inter-relationship between the physical/natural 

environment and socio cultural environment created by human beings 
through mutual interaction with each other.

 Debates started as to whether geography  as discipline should be 
o law making or theorising[nomothetic] or descriptive[idiographic]
o approach of study should be regional or systematic

 The dichotomy between physical and human is not a very valid one because 
nature and human are inseparable elements.

 Both physical and human phenomena are described in metaphors using 
symbols from human anatomy

Examples:-
‘face’ of the earth 
‘eye’ of the storm 
‘mouth’ of the river 
‘snout’ (nose)of the glacier
‘neck’ of the isthmus 
‘profile’ of the soil

           
regions, villages, towns - ‘organisms’. 
‘state/country’ -‘living organism’
 Networks of road, railways and water ways-“arteries of circulation”.

Nature of human geography 

 Elements of physical environment -landforms, soils, climate, water, natural 
vegetation

 and diverse flora and fauna.
 Elements of material culture-Houses, villages, cities, road-rail networks, 

industries, farms, ports, items of our daily use  
 Human geography studies the inter-relationship between the physical 

environment and socio cultural environment created by human beings 
through mutual interaction with each other.

Naturalisation of humans and humanisation of nature
 Human beings interact with their physical environment with the help of 

technology.
 Knowledge about Nature is extremely important to develop technology 
 Technology loosens the shackles of environment on human beings.

 Book I Chapter1

Physical 
phenomena

Human 
phenomena



XIIGEOGRAPHY
KV PATTOM 2020-21

2

 Human beings were able to develop technology after they developed better 
understanding of natural laws.

 For example
1. The understanding of concepts of friction and heat helped us 

discover fire.
2. Understanding of the secrets of DNA and genetics enabled us to 

conquer many diseases. 
3. Use the laws of aerodynamics to develop faster planes.

Naturalisation of human [environmental determinism]
 The type of interaction between primitive human society and strong forces

of   
      nature was termed as environmental determinism.
 Humans  were greatly influenced by nature
 Level of technology was very low
 Stage of human social development was primitive
 Presence of naturalized human who listened to nature
 Man was afraid of nature’s fury
 Man worshipped nature
 Direct dependence of human beings on nature for resources
 Physical environment is mother nature for such societies 

Humanisation of nature [possibilism]

 Humans develop possibilities with the resources obtained from nature
 Efficient technology
 They move from a state of necessity to a state of freedom
 Humans create cultural landscape
 Imprints of human activities are created everywhere
 Examples- health resorts on highlands, huge urban sprawls, fields, 

orchards and pastures in plains and rolling hills, ports on the coasts, 
oceanic routes on the oceanic surface and satellites in the space.

 Nature provides opportunities and human being make use of these and 
slowly nature gets humanised.

Neo determinism

 Introduced by Griffith Taylor
 Middle path[Madhyam Marg] between environmental determinism and 

possibilism
 Also called Stop and go determinism
 Man can conquer nature by obeying it
 Neither there is condition of absolute necessity nor is there a condition of 

absolute freedom
 Compared to traffic light-Red light means ‘stop’, amber light provides a gap 

between red and green lights ‘to get set’ and green light means ‘go’. Men 

 Book I Chapter1
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have to respond to the red signals and can proceed in their pursuits of 
development when nature permits the modifications.

 Possibilities can be created within the limits which do not damage the 
environment 

Human geography through the corridors of time

 Early Colonial period-exploration and description [discovery of new areas and 
description of the area]

 Later Colonial period- regional analysis [elaborate description of all aspects of 
a region was undertaken]

 1930- Areal differentiation [identify the uniqueness of any region and 
understanding how and why it was different from others]

 Late 1950 to late 1960- spatial organisation [identify mappable patterns for 
different human activities using computers, statistical tools and application of 
laws of physics]. This phase was called the quantitative revolution.

 1970- Emergence of humanistic, radical and behavioural schools [more 
importance given to humans  and emerged due to discontentment with 
quantitative revolution]

 Welfare or humanistic school of thought in human geography was 
mainly concerned with the different aspects of social well-being of the 
people such as housing, health and education.

 Radical school of thought employed Marxian theory to explain the basic 
cause of poverty, deprivation and social inequality. Contemporary social
problems were related to the development of capitalism.

 Behavioural school of thought laid great emphasis on lived experience 
and also on
the perception of space by social categories based on ethnicity, race 
and religion, etc.

 1990’s post modernism in geography [questions grand generalisations and 
applicability of universal theories. Emphasis on understanding each local 
context in its own right]

Fields and sub fields of human geography

 Human geography attempts to explain the relationship between all elements 
of human life and the space they occur over

 Develops close interface with sister disciplines in social sciences to 
understand and explain human elements on the surface of the earth
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